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Digital Schools of Distinction Award Evaluation Report

School: Assumption Junior NS .

             Walkinstown. Dublin 12.

Roll No: 20450T
Leadership & Vision
Assumption Junior NS (with two wonderful Exceptionally challenged and able classes 17 & 18a), and a dedicated team of teachers and support staff, clearly establishes in both written word and in classroom practice, that technology- enhanced teaching and learning, play a essential and inclusive role in the young students’, teachers’ and wider community’s lives. Moreover the leadership and vison demonstrated during the DSoD validation confirm that 21 Century Digital strategies play an important part in the everyday lives of the whole-school community. Pupils and teachers are acquainted with a range of technologies and the teachers empower the young students to advance these Digital skills and effectively employ them in engaging and focused learning environments. This was of particular interest, and beautifully presented, in the use of station teaching with a suite of tablets employing Digital Media. The Parents’ Association is to be commended in their active role in providing funds to enhance all digital media in the school. All students are facilitated and empowered to seek out age-appropriate, ICT opportunities by a most committed team of ICT enthusiasts and ICT coordinator, Ms. Edel Gilmer and also empowered by a very supportive and dedicated Principal teacher, Ms. Jean Leonard and a very welcoming teaching staff. The CPD, peer-to-peer provision and internal ‘assistance’ offered during the school-year is also noteworthy. The use of ICTs is incorporated in the various policies and posters on display and there is no doubt that technology plays a central and integral role in teaching and learning. The school was built in 1958 by the Sisters of Charity and is under the patronage of the Archbishop of Dublin. The school strives to provide mobile Wi-Fi devices to ensure that the technology provision, available to each teacher, is at all times connected to the Internet and a discussion around better connectivity and future developments, took place during the validation. The acquisition of a new suite of BeeBots is a super idea and is being well managed and appreciated by the whole-school, at present.
The secretary and teachers use an internal server and Cloud facilities to share files and documents and also a dropbox is available to all. The school uses the Aladdin system for communicating amongst staff and documenting administrative issues.  They also use Aladdin to text parents about upcoming events in the school, along with utilizing the newly, re-vamped school website http://www.assumptionjns.com/. The school is also committed to acquiring further hardware and has a provisional plan in place. The Leadership and Vision displayed, discussed and demonstrated during the validation was excellent. A recent WSE has shown the school to be excelling in all areas of 21 Century teaching, learning and management.         Comhghairdeas libh!
In Summary:
· School ICT Plan in place for teachers to use to guide their teaching and inform them of objectives to be achieved by the pupils in their class level

· Several teachers attended an Internet Safety Talk which informed them of how to be safe on the internet and also discuss what applications are deemed safe for the use of specific age groups in the school. At a Staff Meeting this information was passed on to the other members of staff.

· The school has a dedicated ICT group that liaises with the teachers and collects their feedback to ensure that they are providing the best-fit CPD and hardware/software solutions for the school. This group gives feedback once a term or as required.

· A termly feedback is given as a central part of the Board of Management’s meeting to ensure that the whole-school community is involved in implementing the school’s vision for Digital Literacy.

ICT in the Curriculum

Assumption Junior NS, a Junior, co-education NS school, strives to guarantee in a truly democratic and inclusive manner, that each young child, irrespective of his or her background, ability or intellectual challenge, leaves the school feeling self-assured and confident using modern technologies, having gained a reinforcement of their general classroom work in many curricular areas and in particular, Visual Arts, Social skills, Music, Literacy, SESE, Gaeilge, Oral skills, Maths, PE, and English/Spellings. Other curricular subject areas are also accessed and explored utilizing a variety of Education Apps, websites and ICT tools to enhance learning and wellbeing. Bee Bots, problem Solving and STEAM activities were excellently presented throughout the school. The effective use of digital media during classes and in various ‘stations’ during classes, is to be applauded and merits special mention, especially in all classrooms visited, where the students and their teachers were deeply involved in individual, station and group/team teaching with ICT. It was absolutely wonderful to observe and discuss various aspects of Digital technologies with the students. The use of IWB systems is effective also at all levels of assessment, classroom revision and testing throughout the school. It was a privilege to see such ‘beautiful’, meaningful and mindful work with such young children. 
In catering for pupils’ needs especially in the two ‘Special’ classes and in Learning Support/SEN/SET: They use adaptive technologies on the Tablets as per ability and needs of individual students as they present themselves and the SNA support is to be commended. This was observed by the validator during the visit to various settings. Station teaching is a key part of the approach to literacy and numeracy. Tablets with age appropriate and effective Apps are carefully selected to enhance the subjects being taught and the teachers include apps for all age and ability levels. The aim is for a balance between skill-based apps, life-enhancing apps and those designed to create content. Excellence exuded every aspect of Digital media integration in curricular aspects of school life!  Comhghairdeas arís libh! 

In Summary:
· The school has recently introduced Beebots as an introduction to programming. This has been integrated within the curriculum and has already proved successful in creating a good level of enthusiasm in our pupils for the skill of programming.

· iPads, Laptops, Interactive and PROMETHEAN Whiteboards are available throughout the school. These resources are used to enhance and further develop teaching and learning through researching topics for projects. 
· There are a number of pupils with a range of SEN issues in the Junior school. Teachers are successfully utilising technology to allow these pupils to access the curriculum at an appropriate level. Apps such as ABA problem solving, Articulation, Autism iHelp and iSequences lite have been used to achieve this objective. 
· They also incorporate GoNoodle and Mindfulness everyday as part of their approach to ‘well-being’ and Green Flags are a natural part of our integration of ICT in the curriculum.
· Active Inspire is used throughout the day to enhance the delivery of lessons. This has served to engage pupils in their learning on a consistent basis as staff members have received extensive training in this area.
School ICT Culture

There is clear evidence that ICT is ever present and visible into the cultural fabric and daily life of Assumption Junior NS. Posters on Cyberbullying and safe internet practices are also clearly noticeable in the school. Throughout the school, the effective use of various hardware, in all areas including SEN/SET is unmistakable. This is also effectively used for SSE (School Self Evaluation) with teachers/students/Parents/Community. The school’s website is very informative http://www.assumptionjns.com/ bringing together a variety of classroom and community based projects, Awards achieved, calendar events, 5th. Green Flag, WSE Report,  Blog, school policies, new and current Information and classroom activities, Parents’ association, and so much more. Moreover, the provision of regular Newsletters and the emphasis on the Ethos of the schools and the importance of inclusive, child-centred activities, greatly enhances the website. The link to Pupils’ Work in the Blog is well presented and up-to-date.

The daily use of internal software to communicate and organize school, internal e-mail, testing and attendance related activities was evident. This is all moderated by the ICT coordinators and committee. The Principal is fully supportive and encourages all teachers to participate and be active. 

All children are comfortable utilising mobile technologies with excellent learning to learn tools. Finally, the PTA has worked with management to develop various policies for the association.  Iontach ar fad.

In Summary:
· The school is connecting more and more with parents electronically via our school website, school Twitter account and the school has also recently purchased Aladdin Connect. They are also in the process of developing an epayments option to allow for safe and secure electronic payments.

· In the classroom, the teachers are using ICT everyday employing the different resources as mentioned above. Classroom management programmes such as Class Dojo are also used also. 

· Google Drive has recently been employed as an efficient means of creating school policies. The software allows other members of staff to view the development of a policy and make suggestions on any areas they feel should be reconsidered.

· The BIGGER Vision is to move to a more secure ‘cloud’ facility for school related ‘work’.
Professional Development

At present training requirements are adequately catered for by in-school, peer-to-peer, on-going blended-learning, online and Summer CPD and ICT Support evenings at a variety of Education Centres. The ICT coordinator and committee also provide opportunities of one-to-one CPD, with interested teachers, in identified areas of ICTs. There is also noticeable Peer to Peer collaboration going on when teachers find new ideas and practices. Individual teachers have undertaken courses to enhance their professional lives and those of all students.
In Summary:

· The teachers have received professional development workshops relating to the use of iPads in the classroom.

· The staff has delivered CPD workshops on Beebots with a view to piloting the use of them across the year groups.

· The school is demonstrating a commitment to ongoing professional development in ICT. One of the teachers recently completed a Coding course which was organised by the PDST.

· Another teacher has undertaken a course in ‘Using Digital Technologies in the Classroom’ and ‘Tablets for Literacy and Numeracy’.

· They apply on annual basis to our local Education Centre to provide the necessary backing to our Whole-team Summer Course. 

.
Resources & Infrastructure

Excellent resources are evident throughout the school. Every classroom visited had an IWB facility, access to digital media and/or similar hardware with effective and satisfactory internet access and the necessary equipment to offer an engaging, technology-enhanced environment for all students.  iPads, Laptops and tablets with wireless connectivity and printing facility are available to all classes and timetables ensure that each class has access to them on a regular basis. There is absolutely no doubt that the evidence of ICT fusion, synthesis, and usage both seen and witnessed during the validation is laudable.  An effective, but ever-expanding school server-network and Cloud facility is available for educational and organizational purposes. Teachers are expected to maintain their ‘server’ presence. A wired and wireless connection is available for use with the mobile media. The Broadband /Fibre is provided by the NCTE. 
There is a wealth of licensed software and other related educational tools and Apps available throughout the school. Excellent print facilities are also available throughout the school. 

In Summary:
· Assumption JNS. is a well-equipped school to facilitate and progress development in the area of ICT. With their Interactive and PROMETHEAN White/boards, Sound Systems, iPads and Laptops, they ensure that teaching and learning is at an optimum using all digital facilities and resources. While following and incorporating their DLF/ ICT Plan, the aim is to continue to develop each Domain of the plan step-by-step and from class to class.
General comments and recommendations

Assumption Junior NS is living proof of effective, democratic and inclusive integration of ICT in everyday school life. The validator was given a detailed, time-tabled, guided tour of the school facilities, classrooms and associated ICT / SEN/ SET provisions. The expertise and thoughtfulness displayed and demonstrated by all involved in their use of ICTs and mobile technologies is to be highly commended and celebrated. 

The standard of utilising and integrating ICTs in such meaningful ways, was most impressive. 
Assumption Junior NS meets all the criteria for Digital School of Distinction Status, and I have no reservations in recommending them for this prestigious award. I believe Assumption Junior NS, its teachers, students, parents, and community will continue to lead the way for other Junior Schools to follow. I would especially like to thank Ms. Edel Gilmer, ICT coordinator, and especially the príomhoide, Ms. Jean Leonard and all the team at Assumption Junior NS (who were so welcoming) and students of the school (such wonderful energy) for giving the validator a glimpse of what a committed Junior school is achieving in the areas of ICT, when a clear vision is defined and implemented. It was my pleasure and privilege to feel very invigorated and refreshed after my visit to Assumption Junior NS. 

Níl dabht ar bith ach go bhfuil obair fhiúntach theicneolaíochta faoi lán-seol sa scoil. Go leana sé. Molaim go mór iad.
Please outline any good or noteworthy examples of ICT integration in this school:
Effective use of tablets and Station teaching

Bee Bots.

Go Noodle/ Mindfulness
Gaeilge

Maths
Problem Solving
Scoring
The visit more than validated the statements on their Self Evaluation Review. 
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